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 דברי  תורה - וירא 
 ידוע שיצחק נולד בפסח, שהמלאכים באו בפסח ואמרו כשתגיע חמה לשריטה זו בשנה אחרת תלד, 

ימים,   354ימים ולא בשנת הלבנה שיש לה   365א"כ הולכים עם שנת החמה שיש לה    
 א"כ יקבע הזמן לידת יצחק לכ"ו ניסן ??? 

The  חתם סופר answers the ריב"א‘s question by saying that the מלאכים marked the wall where the sun was 11 days earlier. 
Others answer, that it was מלאך רפאל that said I’ll be back in a solar year and you will (already) have a son. Why did he come back? He always 
comes on שלישי דמילה to cure the רך הנימול. So  יצחק was born on ט"ו ניסן and had a 8 ברית days later and 3 days later was his 8 .שלישי דמילה 
+ 3 = 11 which was on כ"ו ניסן. 
And now the answer according to astronomy!!  The  גמ' ר"ה י"א says that  אברהם had his ברית on יום כיפור, so the מלאכים came in תשרי, so we 
explain the scratch this way! The earth is tilted at 23.44º to its orbit around the sun. As the earth circles the sun, this tilt causes the changing 
seasons. In spring (תקופת ניסן), the sun shines directly above the equator. As the earth revolves around the sun, the sun shines each day at a 
spot further north than the previous day until it reaches 23.44º  north of the equator (first day of summer, תקופת תמוז). After that, the daily 
position of the sun is further south until it reaches the equator on the first day of fall  (תקופת תשרי). It continues heading south until the 
winter (תקופת טבת), when it reaches 23.44º south of the equator.  After that, the path northward is resumed. Because of this cycle, each 
spot between 23.44º  north and 23.44º south will have the sun directly overhead twice a year, once as the sun heads north and once as the 
sun heads south. When the מלאכים came to אברהם in תשרי, the sun shone directly over the equator. In ניסן too, the sun shines directly over 
the equator. Therefore, the sun cast its shadow again in ניסן on the same spot on the wall that the מלאכים etched the previous תשרי.  ( 
 !So it wasn’t a solar year, it wasn’t a lunar year, it was a half a year .(לפי תוס' ,יו"ט means the followingמועד
I   heard בשם the Satmar Rav זצ"ל, that he said in Chicago in 1949 at a שבת שבע ברכות of the Veitzner Rebbe, to the question of how to 
reconcile that אברהם‘s  ברית was on יום כיפור, and 3 days later was פסח. He made a חשבון on the spot, that when אברהם got his ברית, he 
became part of כלל ישראל. He then had the power to be מעבר the שנה. That was in year 2047. He had some חשבון (exactly how it goes we’re 
not sure, (any help out there?), but he didn’t want יצחק being born in תשרי, as it is then a זמן of יצחק  & ,גבורה is also גבורה, which would be 
too strong for his ??, and therefore added 6 months (+ 63 years) of overdue months to catch up to the solar calendar. This would get you to 
"מלא"   You then add three days as you usually have 3 days of .י' ניסן in a 6 month span which would get you to י"ג ניסן. Then, his שלישי למילה 
would be on ט"ו ניסן! 

 והוא אחריו...ותצחק שרה...ויאמר ד' אל אברהם למה זה צחקה שרה לאמר האף אמנם אלד...בראשית י"ח י', י"ב, י"ג 
Every once in a while I hear something so unbelievable, not only do I want to share it with one and all, I feel it’s an eye opener to us all how 

BIG the תורה really is & all we know is a drip in the ocean. There are other lessons from this Vort including  שמות הקדושים, שמירה מעין הרע & others! 
(Despite not being my style). 

This Vort is a mixture of  סוד, רמז & דרוש. You might have chanced upon a סידור that has on top of many words in קריאת שמע a  שם הקדוש that 
is befitting that word. On top of the word ומלקוש, it has the שם of האא! The question is what does it signify & why does  ומלקוש need it? 

 The  ברכה we Bentch our children before going to the  חופה is, יי לאלפי רבבה הת אחתינו  א . This is a  ברכה to counter  עין הרע that can be instilled 
at such an occasion. What is the power of these words? The answer is the first letter of the first 3 words is אאה which is the שם protecting against 
 .We will bring a few !תורה  We find this dispersed throughout the !עין הרע

After  יעקב אבינו worked 7 years for  רחל, he told  הבה את אשתי כי מלאו ימי ואבואה אליה  ,לבן and  רש"י comments that even קל שבקלים don’t talk like 
that, ‘Give me my pay (wife) for I finished my job’, so why did  יעקב talk like that? The answer is,  יעקב was afraid of  לבן’s  עין הרע so he said בה  ה

שתיאת א  which has the  שם of האא to protect against עין הרע! 
נכיא לקים  אתחת  ה answers her יעקב  Then .הבה לי בנים ואם אין מתה אנכי says & יעקב אבינו  comes to רחל אמנו   is not having רחל senses that יעקב  !

children due to עין הרע! So he invokes this  שם הקדוש of יוסף הצדיק  !האא who comes from a double  האא, from a נכי אלקים  אתחת  השתי &  א ת  אבה  ה  is 
protected against עין הרע! ( דג=האא- נמשל ל )

תכם היום ככוכבי השמים  ארבה  ה לקיכם  אד'   and says עין הרע  worried about כלל ישראל when he Bentches האא of שם הקדוש  also invokes this משה רבינו 
 .לרב

When wheat is planted, it needs 2 rains! The 1st rain,  יורה comes when the seeds rot in the ground & the 2nd when the stalk is high & the 
kernels are ready to be filled with flour! This 2nd rain is called  מלקוש. At the 1st rain, nothing can be seen as it’s all below the ground. But by the 
2nd rain, the stalks are up in the air to be seen by all, (Actually, the :'גמ' ב"ב ב says one shouldn’t look at wheat when it’s almost ready as you might 
give it an עין הרע), therefore the rain מלקוש needs protection from עין הרע therefore the שם הקדוש on  ומלקוש is האא! 

We also start our day asking for protection with האא when we say יכל הל אשתחווה א . There are many other instances, some on a much deeper 
level as the 1st & last  נסיון of  אל  הארץ אשר & אל א רץ  המוריה ,אברהם אבינו!

Now let’s drink water from the באר! The תרגום יונתן וירושלמי tells us on the  פסוק of  והוא אחריו that  והוא is referring to ישמעאל (to protect  שרה 
from  יחוד with the Arabs)! וישמעאל קאי בתריה וצית מה דאמר מלאכא which means that  ישמעאל heard the מלאכים telling  שרה that she will have a baby 
boy כעת חיה. The last person  שרה wanted, hearing this news was  ישמעאל because of עין הרע! (I heard that one of the great Rebbes of our generation 



has only one son. When he was a child, he asked his father for an  אפיקומן present – a brother! The  רבי told him, now you want a brother. But when 
you’ll get older, you’ll see how lucky you are with no brothers!) So ישמעאל definitely didn’t want a brother! So שרה tackled the problem by 
laughing! She wanted to get ישמעאל thinking that it was a big fat joke! This is how she rid herself from the  חשש עין הרע. Came הקב"ה to  אברהם & 
asked him, למה זה צחקה שרה, why did  שרה need to come onto laughing, to chase away the  לאמר ,עין הרע-she should have said, לד אמנם  אאף  ה , invoking 
the  שם of האא & that would have removed the עין הרע! 
Heard on קול הלשון from  ר' ישראל חיים קאהן רב בבית שמש in his  רמזים על התורה. 
 

 
 
 
 

בראשית כ"א י"ז  - כי שמע אלקים את קול הנער באשר הוא שם   
 In our  פסוק, we find that the תורה refers to ישמעאל as a  נער. So too in the beginning of the  פרשה in 'פסוק י"ח ז it says  ויתן אל הנער & 
 as it says ילד begins to call him a תורה But then the .נער calling him a ,אל ירע בעינך על הנער too, it says כ"א י"ב  In .ישמעאל tells us it’s רש"י
 ?What happened? Why the change !שם על שכמה ואת הילד & אל אראה במות הילד
 Zugt der חתם סופר, in the end of  פ' בראשית ה' ל"ב we find in  רש"י where he says on the  פסוק of כי הנער בן מאה שנה ימות, that 
before מתן תורה, only people 100 & older were punishable, & then they’re called a נער. Yet in פ' חיי שרה we find that רש"י tells us  בת ק' כבת
 s household had different rules’אברהם אבינו from when they’re 20! One must say that בידי שמים so we see that one is punishable ,כ' לעונשין 
& they were punishable from the age of 20, not 100! Like after מתן תורה. 
 If so, let’s figure out what status  ישמעאל had at that time. In age he was either 27  לפי ב"ר נ"ז י"ג or 24 פרקי דר' אליעזר פ"ל. But did 
he go after אברהם’s household and since he’s over 20, he’s punishable or was he from the rest of the world & since he is less than 100, he 
isn’t punishable? Zugt der חתם סופר, as long as he was part of the household of אברהם, he was judged as being over 20 & punishable so he 
was called a נער. So when he was being מצחק which רש"י tells us means ג"ע, ש"ד, וע"ז & the חתם סופר says means he said לשון הרע of 
 s household. But once he was being sent out’אברהם as he was over 20 in חייב  he was ,ג"ע, ש"ד, וע"ז  like חמור which is מאבימלך נתעברה שרה
& was part of the people of the desert, he now is no longer a נער but becomes back a ילד as he is less than 100! 
 Once he was dying in the desert, ישמעאל cried out to  'ד who heard his תפילה & since he was less than 100, he deserved a chance to 
live & go back to אברהם’s house. Now that he’s to rejoin אברהם’s household, he’s back to being called a נער as he is over 20! This is what 
the  פסוק means 'באשר הוא שם'! Wherever you are, that’s how you are judged! Since  ישמעאל was at that time in the מדבר & not in אברהם’s 
house, he was able to be judged as a ילד & he got a free pass!  
 

בראשית י"ח י"ב י"ג   -ותצחק שרה בקרבה...ואדני זקן ; ויאמר ד'...ואני זקנתי  
 referred to her שרה  as ,אברהם & שרה  changed what she said in order to keep the peace between ד' that גמ' יבמות ס"ה: brings the רש"י 
husband as being old & therefore they weren’t eligible to have children, so she laughed. When  'ד told אברהם about it, He said that  שרה said 
 think שרה But didn’t !כל יכול is a ד' should have known better that שרה?היפלא מד' דבר was upset at her, as ד' am too old! But שרה I ,ואני זקנתי
these were a group of Arabs? Imagine an Arab comes to a 90 year old lady & asks for a quarter & then Bentches her to have a child. We would 
think he is deranged, so what’s the  טענה on  שרה? Zugt Reb Chatzkel ( אמונה עמ' ס' - אור יחזקאל ) she should have said 'אם ירצה ד!! If Hashem 
wants, then fine & it definitely could happen. If one doesn’t act like this but laughs, that’s a חסרון in 'אמונה בד! 
 in a much greater שרה אמנו which makes us understand פשט says an enlightening יערות דבש ח"א דרוש ג' עמ' נ"ז in his ר' יונתן אייבשיץ 
light! חז"ל tell us that  הקב"ה was מגלה himself at the  ים סוף looking like a great warrior, גבור לוחם מלחמה and by מתן תורה looking like an old 
man, זקן יושב בישיבה. The אריז"ל explains (see  .חגיגה י"ד) that when  הקב"ה makes a נס outside of the boundaries of  טבע, then He uses the great 
warrior look. And when the נס is בדרך הטבע, then He reveals Himself as a זקן! Therefore by ריעת ים סוףק  which was a  נס שלא כדרך הטבע, He 
showed himself as a גבור לוחם מלחמה but by מתן תורה which was  בדרך הטבע, He showed Himself as a זקן.  
 So of course  שרה knew that 'ד could do anything & that she could have children at 90! But שרה thought that such a נס, especially that 
she never had a womb, must be a  נס שלא כדרך הטבע, so  'ד should have revealed himself as a  גבור לוחם מלחמה but in her vision as a  נביאה, she 
perceived  הקב"ה as a זקן! Therefore she said in her astonishment, אחרי בלתי היתה לי עדנה ואדני זקן, and my Master- 'ד has revealed himself to 
me as a זקן?! How could such a  נס take place  בדרך הטבע? On this  'ד answered to  אברהם, why is  שרה wondering why 'ואני זקנתי' -  I  הקב"ה showed 
myself as a זקן. Can I not do such a  היפלא מד' דבר ?נס בדרך הטבע? In fact, I do plan to make this נס בדרך הטבע & therefore showed Myself as 
a זקן!!! (Many thanks to  ר' צדוק בנימין כ"ץ שליט"א for showing this to us)! 
 

 ויקח חמאה וחלב ובן הבקר...ויתן לפניהם והוא עומד עליהם תחת העץ ויאכלו....בראשית י"ח ח' 
ירושלמי  brings a קדושין ל"ו:  in תוס' ד"ה כל מצוה ,stood over them while they ate! The question is, how could he have done this אברהם 
שו"ע או"ח  it’s embarrassing to stare when someone eats, & the ,א"ר יודן בר חנין סימנא דאכיל מן חבריה בהית מסתכל ביה that says ערלה פ"א ה"ג 



והוא   then &ויתן להם ויאכלו it should have said ,שווער should have walked away while they ate? Also is אברהם Paskens like this. So ס' ק"ע סע' ד'
  ?עומד עליהם
 The לב אריה in :חולין ק"ד answers that the  'גמ there tells us that it is  אסור to put on one table fleishigs & milchigs. (There is an עצה by 
placing a היכר between the two foods) We know that אברהם אבינו was מקיים the whole תורה, if so, how did אברהם put the two foods on one 
table, it’s an איסור דרבנן which he was מקפיד on, how was he עובר an  איסור דרבנן? 
 The לב אריה answers (the בן איש חי says the same thing) that since this איסור of putting on one table fleishigs & milchigs is only a   גזירת
 of learning איסור watching that nobody eats both together. Just as we see by the שומר if there is a גוזר were not חכמים we can say that the ,חכמים
by a candle on שבת, that there is a גזירה that maybe one will fix the candlelight, but חז"ל were not  גוזר if there is a שומר& if one has a שומר, 
one may learn by candlelight on Friday night! 
 Now we can understand why אברהם אבינו stood there watching them eat as since he had both fleishigs & milchigs on the table, he had 
to be the שומר! We now see why the  פסוק told us that אברהם was standing there watching, before it says ויאכלו as after the פסוק tells us that 
he had both on the table at the same time, we have to first have a שומר& then they can eat! 
 However להלכה, we find in  שו"ע יו"ד ס' פ"ח that ר' עקיבא איגר brings  בשם גן המלך אות ע"א that a שומר does not help to keep both on 
the table at the same time without a היכר! 
 

 ויעקד את יצחק בנו וישם אותו על המזבח ממעל לעצים...בראשית כ"ב ט' 
The שפת אמת asks, we all know that  קרבנות were always Shechted on the side of the  מזבח& not on top of the  מזבח, so if אברהם אבינו wanted 
to bring his son  יצחק for anעולה, he should have Shechted him on the  צפון side like all עולות? Why was he preparing to Shecht him on top of the 
 ?מזבח
ושחט אותו על ירך המזבח צפונה  of פסוק  On the !מהרי"ל דיסקין from the קשיא  to this תירוץ brings, that he personally heard a ר' צבי פסח פראנק 
אמרו, בשעה שעקד אברהם אבינו את יצחק בנו,  ?צפונה לפני ד' it says איל by the &לפני ד' it says בקר says, by the מדרש רבה פרשה ב'  the ,לפני ד'  
 of פסוק they read the &מזבח on the קרבן תמיד the מקריב Why? So when the Yidden are .התקין הקב"ה ב' כבשים, א' של שחרית וא' של ערבית 
 ,Also ?צפון But what does that have to do with .יצחק of איל explain it to mean the מפרשים The !עקידת יצחק Hashem remembers ,צפונה לפני ד'
wouldn’t it be better that 'ד should remember the עקידה & not the איל?  
The מהרי"ל דיסקין answered, that originally, the  מנהג was that when they brought a קרבן, they Shechted it on the  מזבח & not on the side, just 
as we see in our  פסוק that  אברהם tied up  יצחק & was getting under way to Shecht him there! But after he was told not to Shecht his son, & there 
was anאיל waiting for him on the side, to take the place of אברהם ,יצחק should have removed יצחק from the מזבח in order to put the איל there 
in  יצחק’s place.  
But אברהם didn’t do that! Why? Because since he had so much will & desire to be מקיים Hashem’s will, he was חושש that there might be a small 
 in place & ran to Shecht יצחק all over again. He therefore left יצחק then he will have to start with & פסול making it איל in the bringing of the פסול
the איל which he did on the צפון side of the  מזבח! 
So now when  כלל ישראל brings a  קרבן & we Shecht it on the צפון side & we say the  פסוק of 'ד'  ,צפונה לפני ד remembers  עקידת יצחק, meaning 
why aren’t they Shechting on top of the  מזבח? The answer is, to commemorate the Shechting of the איל, which was done on the צפון side due 
to אברהם אבינו’s צדקות! Therefore,  'ד was קובע forever, that all קרבנות will be Shechted on the side & not on top of the מזבח!  
 

 ויען אברהם ויאמר הנה נא הואלתי לדבר אל ד' ואנכי עפר ואפר...בראשית י"ח כ"ז 
 Why is  אברהם אבינו stressing here his ‘lowness & humbleness’? The Ostrovtzer Gaon answers as follows. We all know the story of 
 really אברהם אבינו after he destroyed his father’s ‘getchger store’! But was נמרד He was challenged by .אור כשדים being thrown into אברהם
 of admonishing others that are ,תוכחה  of מצוה for the מוסר נפש He was ?עבודה זרה they didn’t force him to bow to the ,מוסר נפש to be מחוייב
doing עבירות. But should he be מוסר נפש for that? אלא מאי, we must say that  אברהם אבינו felt, that in regard to the עבירה of עבודה זרה, one is 
 !תוכחה for מוסר נפש  to be מחוייב
 The תורה tells us that אברהם was trying to convince הקב"ה to allow the צדיקים in סדום ועמורה to live. Why should they die? What was 
their עבירה? Isn’t  אברהם אבינו calling them  צדיקים? The answer is, they should have been  מוכיח their townsfolk about their עבירות! So why didn’t 
these צדיקים do that? The answer is, they were scared that they would be killed. So why was there a גזירה that they should be killed?  אלא מאי, 
when the עבירות are so big, then there is a  חיוב מסירת נפש on the תוכחה, and therefore they were destined to die together with the רשעים. 
 This was indeed  אברהם’s thinking, but now אברהם was in the סניגור mode & he therefore made an about face! He reasoned to  הקב"ה 
that one is not מחוייב to be  מוסר נפש for תוכחה even by עבירות חמורות! So therefore, please don’t kill these צדיקים! But while doing this 'סניגור' 
work, he really is implicating himself, as he is being מודה that when he was  מוסר נפש for תוכחה, he was not doing כדין! And if he would have 
died at אור כשדים, it would have been his own fault & he wouldn’t have received שכר for that מסירות נפש but rather anעונש for committing 
suicide!  
 This is what אברהם אבינו was asking  'הנה נא הואלתי לדבר אל ד' ,ד – that there is no חיוב for מסירות נפש for מצוות תוכחה, & therefore I 
am מודה, that  ואנכי עפר ואפר – that I acted improper when I did  תוכחה in my father’s store & should now be עפר ואפר   ! 
 

 ויאמר הנה האש והעצים ואיה השה לעלה ויאמר אברהם אלקים יראה לו השה לעלה בני...בראשית כ"ב ז' ח' 



 This פסוק takes place on the third day! Why didn’t יצחק ask this obvious question on day one? They left their house with wood & fire 
but without a  שה? 
 We find in .מס' פסחים ס"ו that after the  בני בתירא appointed הלל הזקן to be the נשיא on them, he was דורש all day in הלכות פסח. He 
began to chastise them by saying, who caused it that I should have to come to ארץ ישראל from  בבל to become your נשיא? It was your laziness 
that you weren’t  משמש your two גדולי הדור who were שמעיה ואבטליון. This took place on  ע"פ שחל בשבת, and the בני בתירא asked רבי  ,הלל what 
is the דין if someone forgot to bring a סכין to the בית המקדש on Friday to Shecht the  הלל ?קרבן פסח answered them, I once knew the answer 
but I forgot it! But leave it to כלל ישראל as even if they aren’t  נביאים, they are still בני נביאים! Just see what they’ll do when they have this 
problem! On the next day, whoever was bringing a sheep for his  קרבן פסח stuck the knife in the wool. And whoever was bringing a goat, stuck 
the knife between its horns! Fregt der  גמרא, how could they do that, they are doing  עבודה with  קדשים? Enfert der  גמרא, they held like הלל that 
said not to be מקדיש the  קרבן until they entered the  עזרה& then they made סמיכה&Shechted it! So until it entered the עזרה, it was חולין! 
Therefore says the  גמרא, they said on הלל, that in his days, no one was ever מועיל in his עולה. 
 With this, says רבי העשיל the  ש"ך’s  רבי, we can understand our פסוק. On day one when they left their house without any  שה, it was 
obvious to  יצחק that hewould be the  קרבן, & he was excited to be  מוסר נפש to be a  קרבן for  'ד. But  יצחק thought that  אברהם didn’t hold like 
 it became ,מעילה בקדשים s shoulders, which would be a’יצחק  right away. But when he placed the wood on קרבן  him for a מקדיש  and was &הלל
clear to יצחק that he wasn’t a קרבן. So now on the 3rd day he asked his father, if I’m not the קרבן, where is the  שה? So  אברהם answered him, I 
was never  מקדיש you yet! When we reach ‘the place’ we’ll see what to do. If אלקים יראה לו השה לעלה, then we’ll be מקדיש the  שה & if not,  בני, 
we’ll be מקדיש you! 
 

 ויאמר לא אשחית אם אמצא שם ארבעים וחמשה ~ בראשית י"ח כ"ח 
רש"י    explains that even though  אברהם understood that Hashem needed a  מנין to spare the city, but if there were 9, then  הקב"ה would be  מצטרף 

to the  מנין and the city would be spared. We see the same concept by  מכירת יוסף, that the  שבטים were  מצטרף the  רבש"ע for a  מנין to make a חרם 
on anyone revealing the true story of  יוסף‘s disappearance to  יעקב אבינו! But we see from the  :גמ' ברכות מ"ז that רב הונא said that   תשעה וארון
 at the end holds that גמ' a person? The ארון  asked him, is the רב נחמן  So .מנין  that would suffice for a ,ארון  If you have 9 people and the .מצטרפין 
the  ארון is not  מצטרף.  The  חיד"א explains the 'גמ that the word  ארון is really a  נוטריקין which stands for  אחד רואה ואינו נראה which is really referring 
to Hashem. So we see that according to the  מסקנה of the  'גמ, one can not be  מצטרף Hashem to a  מנין?? 

הג"ר חיים קנייבסקי    answers that by the  גמ' ברכות we are talking about  תפילה or  זימון, there we need that 10 people should Daven together or 
answer a  דבר שבקדושה together, therefore, since the “ ארון” is not a person and doesn’t Daven or answer like a person, clearly we can not be 
 by us in saving the 5 cities, we don’t need people to do anything,  just to be there & be part & מכירת יוסף  However, by .מנין  Hashem to a מצטרף 
of the 10. For such purposes, Hashem may be counted as part of the  מנין. 

הג"ר ארי' ליב שטיימן    answers that the  גמ' ברכות is referring to a case where we want השראת השכינה, we want the  שכינה to come down & rest on 
us. If we learn from the  תורה, that for this we need 10, then it’s not  מסתברא that we can do it with 9 & get Hashem to be  מצטרף to bring down 
the  משא"כ  !שכינה by  סדום  & מכירת יוסף , there we are just including Hashem to the  מנין, but we are not requesting  השראת השכינה !! 

 הכצעקתה הבאה אלי....בראשית י"ח כ"א 
 was caught feeding a guest, and was punished by being smeared with honey and left for bees to ,פליתית  ,s daughter’לוט  tell us that חז"ל  
sting, and she died from them. We know that the אנשי סדום were besides cruel, very big  בעלי שיטות and everything had an exact  חשבון. So, what 
was the  חשבון and point of this punishment? What message were they sending? 
 would come forth and steal one knick knack, etc. One ,סדום  when a peddler came to town, every resident of ,סדום  tell us that in חז"ל  
person would take a clove of garlic, another a sesame seed, etc. and within a few moments, this  רוכל was left with nothing! Not that they gained 
from this pilfering, but it was plain  רשעות. It was as if they were giving him a message: Don’t get mad at us, understand us! Just as your screaming 
over one clove of garlic, even though it’s not a big deal, however, as you saw, if it’s 1+1+1+1….., then your left with nothing! So too, when an  עני 
comes and another  עני comes, another  רוכל, another  פושט יד, and in a few moments our wealth will dissipate.  
 This was the message with the honey,  למען ישמעו ויראו!! It wasn’t just an  אכזריות'דיקע way of killing someone. It symbolized this same 
point! Nobody dies from one bee bite! (if they’re not allergic) But when one is coated with honey, this attracts bee + bee + bee….until one is 
stung to death! This is what will happen to us  בני סדום if we are too sweet i.e.  מכניסי אורחים!!  This way of thinking, and  מושחת'דיקע way of life is 
indeed a  הכצעקתה הבאה אלי  - ,געשריי!! 
 

ו'  ח" י....בראשית מהרי שלש סאין קמח סלת  
 .כולל to our night דבר תורה was here last week and said this הגאון ר' נתן געסטעטנר שליט"א      
 s normal preparations’אברהם  Was this .שאלות He asked a few .עמילן של  טבחים was for קמח  but the עוגות was for סולת  tells us that the רש"י
for guests, then why does the תורה tell us this as if today’s menu was not the ordinary? If it wasn’t, so why did he change the menu, as at this 
point, אברהם didn’t know that these were  מלאכים? Also, עמילן של טבחים is  חמץ, and if it was פסח, didn’t he keep the תורה?  To answer these 
questions, he asked a another question. The פסוק says,  .יחמץ את בצקו טרם   The Yidden carried the dough on their .  .על שכמם .וישא העם 
shoulders and it didn’t become חמץ!! It was later baked into מצה!! Was it hot enough to bake immediately on their shoulders without enough 
time to become  חמץ, then it’s too hot to walk outside. אלא מאי, it wasn’t hot enough, so why didn’t it turn into  חמץ?  



The  חידושי הרי"ם says, why do we call it יראת שמים, & not  יראת חטא which is really the correct reason for not doing an עבירה? He answers, 
the  רבש"ע said  יהי רקיע and with those words, the  שמים got so scared that it stays in its place until today. (See רש"י). So we see that when 
one realizes the שכינה, he can’t move as there is a tremendous fright just like the  שמים!  
The  ספרים הקדושים say that חמץ is dough that’s growing, it’s moving, & that’s why it symbolizes  חטא. In the  הגדה, we say that the Yidden 
went out of מצרים, in a condition of ובמורא גדול which the בעל הגדה is מסביר to mean  זו גילוי שכינה. Now we can understand why the dough 
didn’t become חמץ even though it wasn’t too hot, since it was a מצב of  גילוי שכינה, the dough didn’t  dare move! 
Here too we can say the same thing. Really, they did make עמילן של טבחים every day. But since that day was  פסח, so  אברהם told them in 
advance that they shouldn’t make  עמילן של  טבחים on  פסח. However, now that 'ד came to visit אברהם as it says  וירא אליו ד' באלוני ממרא, so 
there was גילוי שכינה, now אברהם told them, go ahead and make עמילן של  טבחים as it won’t become חמץ as there is גילוי שכינה!  
He related that the Belzer Rebbe  ר' אהרן זצ"ל would sing with the ניגון of  ר"ה the words  ...ובכן תן פחדך when he was putting the   מצה  in the 
oven, as if there is a real מצב of  פחד, then the מצה won’t turn חמץ! 
 

 וירא אליו ד'...ואקחה פת לחם אחר תעבורו......בראשית י"ח א'....ה' 
שלישי   that it was נוגע  why is it לכאורה  .מבקר חולה  came to be ד'  & ,מילה  it was the 3rd day after his אמר ר' חמא בר חנינא  that מדרש  brings the רש"י 
 tell them to “partake with bread &…….and אברהם  Second of all, how does ?מילה  get a בני בית s entire’אברהם  didn’t , "למילתו"  Also what is ?למילתו 
then leave? Even  רבקה who was three years old said  רש"י  & ומקום ללון explains   ללון as “many nights!” 
   Thirdly,  רש"י tells us that although bread was on the menu, it was scratched when  שרה became  טמא! So even if אברהם was  מקפיד on   חולין
                                                           ?to some Arabs חולין שנטמא  from serving some אברהם  what stopped ,בטהרות 
To answer these  קושיות the  חתם סופר asks a fourth  קשיא! We know that that day was פסח as  יצחק’s birthday was פסח, and he was born a year 
after the  מלאכים came, so the day we are discussing was the 1st day of  פסח! If so, how was  אברהם allowed to cook for these Arabs on  יו"ט, 
 ,And even if you’re cooking for your family at the same time !לכם ולא לנכרים  darshens גמ' and the ,מקיים כל התורה כולו ואפ' ע"ת  was אברהם אבינו 
but  מדרבנן one is not allowed to invite a  גוי for a  יו"ט meal as maybe you’ll add for him,  בשיעורים                                                                                                                              !!מרבה 
The answer is,  אברהם אבינו had another reason to be  מתיר this “cooking”. As 'תוס says in  פסחים פרק אלו עוברין that really all  מלאכת שבת should 
be מותר     as we have a  הואיל, since we may do these  מלאכות for a   סכנה חולה שיש בו , but,  'תוס answers, you don’t say that, as  חולה שיש בו סכנה is 
not  שכיח! 
 So the only !הואיל  s’תוס' one could use & מותר  it would be ,חולים שיש בהם סכנה  s house where there now were many many’אברהם  in ,לפי זה 
reason that it’s still  אסור to cook is that the  הואיל only removed the  דאורייתא, but  מדרבנן, it’s still  אסור! And since he was allowed to cook for his 
family, and it would only be  מרבה בשיעורים which is also a  דרבנן, so with two  דרבנן’s, it is  מותר!! So that is how  אברהם cooked for the Arabs on 
יד מקפ  that were בני בית  so he and his ,טמא However, now that the dough became !יו"ט   on  חולין בטהרה, can’t eat the  פת, if so he would be baking 
just for the Arabs, and we only have one  דרבנן  and that is  אסור, so that’s why the bread was scratched from the menu!  
Since  אברהם’s  ברית was  בעצם היום הזה, according to those  פוסקים that hold that  שלישי למילה is  מעת לעת, and the  רמב"ן says  אברהם’s  ברית was 
last and occurred about two hours after  חצות, so  אברהם was racing against the clock! He can only invite  גוים & cook for them for another hour 
or two, as we are now  כחם היום! That is the  אחר תעבורו, as I’m a  שומר תורה and can only have you for a short time!  
 

 ..בראשית כ'א י'ב צְחָק יִקָּרֵא לְ� זָרַעאֶל אַבְרָהָם אַל יֵרַע בְּעֵינֶי� עַל הַנַּעַר וְעַל אֲמָתֶ� כֹּל אֲשֶׁר תּאֹמַר אֵלֶי� שָׂרָה שְׁמַע בְּקֹלָהּ כִּי בְיִ  ק'וַיּאֹמֶר אֱ�
 explain to mean חז"ל which ,מצחק  says he was פסוק The .ישמעאל was very disturbed by the behavior of שרה אמנו 
 Chase .גרש האמה הזאת ואת בנה כי לא יירש בן האמה הזאת עם בני עם יצחק ,אברהם tells שרה .גילוי עריות, שפיכת דמים & רציחה 
 Was this the reason or !יצחק to inherit you together with my son ישמעאל out! Why? Because I don’t want ישמעאל & הגר
was it because of 'מצחק'? The point was that ישמעאל was a bad influence on יצחק and he needs to get out of here! The 
 Here .וירע הדבר מאד בעיני אברהם על אודת בנו .was not comfortable at all with this suggestion אברהם  continues that פסוק
too, we must understand why the פסוק adds the words על אודת בנו. What else could have upset him? 'ד answers אברהם, 
don’t be upset; listen to  שרה! In regard to נבואה & רוח הקודש, she is bigger than you! יצחק is your heir! This רוח הקודש is 
telling us how to deal with the present. Do we concentrate on ישמעאל or on שרה !יצחק decided that she would send 
away ישמעאל & sacrifice his connection with אברהם, as that would enable יצחק to develop properly! How is this  רוח
יצחק ב And finally, why does it say ?הקודש , it should say כי יצחק יקרא לך זרע! 
 The חתם סופר in  תורת משה brings from his father a new מהלך! He brings the יהודה,  שמואל אמר לר'   ,גמ' כתובות נ"ג

'ברא בישא לברא טבא וכ"ש מברא לברתא ואפילו מ 'שיננא לא תיהוי בי עבורי אחסנתא   . When someone is changing a  ירושה, don’t 
get involved even if it’s from a bad son to a good son & of course from a son to a daughter. Even if it’s sound logic! The 
 says, because one can never know what the future of the ‘bad boy’ might be! Some decisions a person makes are גמרא
only for the present, yet some are for eternity! When it comes to  ירושה, it’s for generations. Therefore, what makes 
sense now, isn’t always the correct way for years to come! 
 Zugt der חתם סופר’s father, this is what went on here. How do we understand אברהם אבינו, who was on such a 
high  מדרגה, who had a house where 'אבות הקדושים' would grow up, be content with having a ישמעאל, who stood for 



everything אברהם despised, living in house? The answer is, it wasn’t about ישמעאל! It was about his children & 
descendants! שרה אמנו with her רוח הקודש & high levels of  נבואה said NO! What you see now will always be in his future! 
 was a ירושה  the word ,'ירושה' she didn’t mean ,כי לא יירש בן האמה הזאת עם בני עם יצחק said שרה When !'מצחק' !פרא אדם
metaphor! She was saying that it would be perfectly מותר to take away the  ירושה from ישמעאל and give it to יצחק because 
this is a unique case, where no good person will ever come out of ישמעאל! It’s in his genes! The פסוק then tells 
us,וירע הדבר מאד בעיני אברהם על אודת בנו, he felt bad about 'בנו', the son of ישמעאל! Who says  שרה is right? How could 
she know what will be in 50 generations from now? Therefore, הקב"ה told כֹּל אֲשֶׁר תּאֹמַר אֵלֶי� שָׂרָה שְׁמַע בְּקֹלָהּ ,אברהם! She 
knows what she’s talking about! But don’t feel bad, because ',כִּי בְיִצְחָק יִקָּרֵא לְ� זָרַע'  not only  יצחק but ביצחק, there will be 
future צדיקים as well! But ישמעאל will never have descendants worthy of the legacy of אברהם אבינו!  
 We are witnessing this  נבואה of שרה אמנו, that ישמעאל’s future generations have the same character traits of 
 .(חפץ חיים Said in the name of the) !פרע His essence is !אדם and the adjective is פרע where the noun is ,'פרע אדם' ,ישמעאל 
 The נצי"ב in his העמק דבר says that  פרע אדם means, he brings out wildness throughout the human race! He laughs 
at the entire concept of the sanctity of life! ד' ישמרנו מישמעאל וזרעו! We should be worthy of כִּי בְיִצְחָק יִקָּרֵא לְ� זָרַע! 

 ח ז' י"  בראשית... .וְאֶל הַבָּקָר רָץ אַבְרָהָם וַיִּקַּח בֶּן בָּקָר רַ� וָטוֹב וַיִּתֵּן אֶל הַנַּעַר וַיְמַהֵר לַעֲשׂוֹת אֹתוֹ
 The  פסוק tells us in 'רש"י .עֵקֶב אֲשֶׁר שָׁמַע אַבְרָהָם בְּקֹלִי ויִַּשְׁמֹר מִשְׁמַרְתִּי מִצְוֹתַי חֻקּוֹתַי וְתוֹרֹתָי ,בראשית כ"ו ה explains that 
 showed up to מלאכים that the day the ,(י"ט ג') says רש"י as ,פסוק If so, we must understand our !כל התורה כולה kept אברהם אבינו
 לצורך ישראל but only יו"ט Paskens that one may cook on שולחן ערוך או"ח תקי"ב The .פסח of יו"ט was the first day of אברהם אבינו
but not לצורך עכו"ם. These 3 מלאכים appeared to be Arabs! גויים! If so, how was אברהם able to serve them tongue? Raw tongue is 
not edible! א מאיאל  he cooked the tongues for them! But it’s  יו"ט and אברהם kept even דרבנןs? 
 Zugt der חתם סופר, the :גמ' פסחים מ"ו says, that מדאורייתא it’s מותר to cook on יו"ט even לצורך חול,because we say,  הואיל
אורחים  since ,ומיקלעי ליה אורחים חזי ליה  might show up and you’ll need what was prepared! תוספות ד"ה רבה says, that in a place 
where there is a חולה מסוכן, it’s even מותר מדאורייתא to cook even on שבת, (not for פיקוח נפש), as maybe one of the חולים might 
need the food!  
 If so, says the חתם סופר, by אברהם אבינו it was יו"ט but it was also שלישי למילה of his entire household! So there were 
 !יו"ט on גויים to cook for the איסור  there was no ,ממילא !in his house חולים מסוכנים
 He adds, that 'רש"י י"ח ח says that they never ended up serving the bread as it became טמא from שרה. The question is, 
yes אברהם אבינו was מקפיד on חולין בטהרה, but the Arabs certainly weren’t מקפיד! Why not serve them the טמא bread? The 
answer is, רש"י told us that the עיסה became טמא! It wasn’t baked yet! But there was no היתר to bake for the גויים as there’s no 
כוס של   would never serve this bread to a Yid! (The question is, if they didn’t eat bread, why did they have a אברהם אבינו as הואיל
 ?(There was no Bentching going on ?ברכה
 
 

 




